The chest X-ray and childhood acute asthma.
Data from the medical records of 100 children who had a chest X-ray versus 100 children who did not during an attack of acute asthma were compared. No evidence could be found to suggest that the two groups varied in terms of age, sex, severity of the presenting illness, or in the clinical measures of pulse rate, respiratory rate, wheeze and accessory muscle use. It appeared that the X-ray request was an action not based on sound clinical judgement. Cost savings and a reduction in radiation exposure can be made by eliminating unnecessary chest X-ray requests.